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Preserve Grows! 
On January 11, 3018, we closed on 7.6 acres 
from the Dieperink family. They retained 
the house and drive and sold the remaining 
acreage. The purchase was funded with a 
Clean Ohio Conservation Fund Grant and a 
Coastal Estuarine Land Conservation 
Program. It is across the private drive from 
the Schneider tract making this 13.6 acres 
of contiguous forest with another 6 acres 
across the street. The eastern portion of 
this parcel is slightly higher in elevation but 
there is swamp forest of silver maples, elm, 
swamp white oak, and formerly green ash. 

On March 14, 2018, the Put-in-Bay 
Township Park District purchased another 6 
acres form the Burgundy Bay Association to 
the west of these parcels with a grant from 
the Conservation Fund. 

With these purchases, the Put-in-Bay 
Township Park district now owns 78.5 acres 
or preserves with 45 acres of those on 
Middle Bass Island. The Middle Bass 
Forested Wetland Preserve now is 21 acres 
with another 12 acres possible to purchase. 
We are preserving wet woodlands that 
were not good locations for residential 
development but great for wildlife habitat. 
It will truly be a treasure for the islands 
future to have such a great resource to 
enjoy! We should all feel proud of the part 
the Conservancy has played in helping to 
protect these areas. And special thanks to 
the Dieperink family and Burgundy Bay for 
working with us on this purchase!  

There are many dead and dying green ash 
on this parcel and the adjacent Schneider 
tract. Camille Manoukian, an REU student 
from the Ohio State University Stone Lab 
and Lisa Brohl did research on this tract and 
the Schneider this summer to see what 
trees are replacing the dead green ash as 
they succumb to the emerald ash borer. 
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Speaking of Future Generations…. 
Three adorable ones enjoying the 
Christmas Potluck at The Reel Bar this 
past December—More pics and 
details on page 5! 

(Continued on page 16) 

Photo: Middle Bass Island Forested Wetland Preserve 
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Historic Lonz Winery Patio Comes Alive July 14, 2018—Middle Bass Music Festival Returns 
Press Release  Contact: Bruce Miles 
Middle Bass Music Festival  Phone:216-533-1410 
bruceamiles@gmail.com 
 

Middle Bass Island, OH – The Middle Bass Dock Company 
celebrating 95 years of service to Middle Bass Island presents the 
Middle Bass   at Middle Bass Island State Park 

     8pm, free admission and all 
are welcome.   

Lonz Winery is one of Ohio’s most historic destinations.  It is our goal 
to share our love for Middle Bass Island and the restoration of Lonz 
Winery Patio and Pavilion with our friends, families and guests 
through the Middle Bass Music Festival.   Ride the Miller Ferry from 
Catawba Island or the Sonny S from downtown Put-In-Bay and join 
us for the day.  You can spend the night on Middle Bass Island at St 
Hazards Resort or tie your own boat up at the Middle Bass Island State Park 
marina. 

The beautiful Lonz Winery Patio will be filled with the sound of local 
musicians, The Island Band, Rock and Roll Stew, Mr. Willy and the 
Honey Bee, North Coast Goats, The Boilermakers and 100 Mile Haul. 
Come hungry and thirsty, Jimmy G’s BBQ, Heineman's Winery, 
Catawba Island Brewing and JF Walleye’s are our concession 
partners.  

While on the island, take a moment to tour the winery museum with 
its five historic Civil War era wine cellars. The museum showcases 
the history of Lonz Winery with exhibits of century old wine making 
equipment.  Walk the state park trails and enjoy a fun and relaxing 
family adventure.  

Proceeds from the Middle Bass Music Festival will be donated to 
Lake Erie Islands Conservancy encouraging conservation and 
protection of natural and agricultural lands in the Lake Erie Islands 
since the year 2000.  Their mission is to protect and conserve natural 
areas of the islands from commercial and private development. The 
Lake Erie Islands are a unique environment providing habitat for 
migrating birds and homes for a host of indigenous flora and fauna.  

For more information on the Conservancy, see 
www.lakeerieislandsconservancy.org.  

Event friends and supporters include The Hisey Group w/Howard Hanna 
@ www.MiddleBassIsland.info and The Middle Bass Island Yacht Club.  

Chair Lisa Brohl attended the annual Ohio Invasive Plant Council 
meeting at the Dawes Arboretum in Newark, Ohio on February 23, 
2018. It is a great place to learn as much as possible in one day on 
invasives like amur honeysuckle, garlic mustard that plague our 
island preserves! Vendors, researchers, and land managers come 
together to hear the latest. This year the highlights included the 
new Invasive Plant Rules from the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture banning 38 invasive species from sale in Ohio.  The 
OIPC has been working with ODA to make this happen. (http://
www.dispatch.com/news/20180107/38-species-of-invasive-
plants-now-illegal-to-sell-in-ohio) At a lunch time ceremony, the 
Arboretum took a chain saw and cut down their last Callery Pear 
on their property. This popular street planting (Bradford Pear 
among others) has become an invasive nuisance in many areas 
and its sale will be banned in five years. The moral of the story-

plant native plants and trees whenever you can!! See our Native 
Plant and Tree Sale for your yard!  

Ohio Invasive Plant Council Annual Meeting By Lisa Brohl 

Photos:   An assistant for Dawes Arboretum, Newark Ohio, cutting down their last Callery 
Pear, now considered an invasive. 
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We now have bird banding data for South Bass (15 years), Middle 
Bass (9 years), and North Bass (8 years) Islands plus my long-term 
data set (22 years) from Kelleys Island. Banding data has been used 
to purchase and protect properties on South Bass, Middle 
Bass, and Kelleys Islands. The Put-in-Bay Township Park 
District as owners of natural areas, makes use of the 
banding data to help manage the properties for migratory 
and nesting birds as well as other wildlife. The Barnhills, Dr. 
William Cleveland, the Put-in-Bay Township Park District, 
Lake Erie Islands Conservancy, and the Lake Erie Islands 
Nature and Wildlife Center have supplied access and 
funding to assist in our banding projects this year. As 
always, we are thankful for the support from Mark and 
Barb Barnhill for the use of their property on South Bass 

Island and assistance in our studies. On Middle Bass 
Island, we have received much assistance from Teddi 
Pertner and Nancy Welter. In addition the efforts of 
Chris Helman and family to maintain the trails at East 
Point Preserve have been extremely helpful as well. It 
is hoped that the banding projects can be increased 
in years to come. This past year 651 individuals 
visited our Bass Islands research stations. This is an increase in 
visitors of over 50% from 2016.  

During the 2017 banding season, banding occurred on 45 days. 1443 
individual birds of 75 species were banded on South Bass, Gibraltar, 
Middle Bass, and North Bass Islands. In addition, 231 banded birds 
were recaptured or recovered (186 individuals). Of these, 53% were 
banded prior to 2017. Four individuals were first banded in 2010, 
none in 2011, four birds in 2012, nine birds in 2013, ten birds in 
2014, 19 birds in 2015, 53 in 2016 and 87 individuals earlier in 2017. 
Our oldest recaptures were two Red-winged Blackbirds, both a 
minimum of 9 years old. One was originally banded on May 2, 2010 
as an ASY-M and the other banded July 17, 2010 as an ASY-F 
(originally banded on Kelleys Island and recaptured on North Bass 
Island July 1, 2017). Another Red-winged Blackbird was a minimum 
of 8 years old. One Black-capped Chickadee, recaptured three times 
this year was a minimum of 7 years old and a Yellow Warbler was a 
minimum of 7 years old.  

Over the last fifteen years of our banding effort, we have banded 
8,690 individuals of 112 species. This was accomplished in 272 
banding days and 17201.25 net hours of effort resulting in 0.51 birds 

banded per net hour. This past year we banded one new species for 
the islands. It was an adult Red-headed Woodpecker on South Bass 
Island. Interestingly, this bird was captured in a brand new net which 

was donated in memory 
of the late Don 
Harrington, the father of 
one of our Island 
supporters and PIB 
teacher, Susan Harrington. 
In addition, another 
continuing banding 
project with Purple 
Martins and Tree 
Swallows has been taken 
over by Thomas Kashmer, 
of Green Creek Wildlife 
Society and Black Swamp 
Bird Observatory.  

The top ten most banded 
species for 2017 were:  

356 Purple Martin, 277 
Red-winged Blackbirds, 92 
American Robins, 85 
White-throated Sparrow, 
47 Tree Swallow,  42 
Swainson’s Thrush, 37 
Yellow Warbler, 36 
Common Grackle, 29 Gray

-cheeked Thrush, 29 Baltimore 
Oriole. 

During 2017, 75 species and 1443 
individual birds were banded. In 
addition, there were 231 
recaptures or recoveries 
representing 186 individuals (99 
from past years), 8 individuals 
escaped or were released before 
being processed and we had no 
casualties. All this was done over 
45 banding days and 3562.25 net 
hours. 1682 individual birds were 

handled this year and 0.41 birds were banded per net hour of effort.  

South Bass Island  

On South Bass Island we banded 53 species and 908 individuals 
banded in 2017. One new species were banded. It was an adult Red-
headed Woodpecker. Over the fifteen years of this study on South 
Bass Island 97 species and 5852 individual birds have been banded.  

Middle Bass Island 

 On Middle Bass Island we banded 64 species and 483 individuals 
banded. Three new species were banded. They were House Sparrow, 
Blue-winged Warbler, and Bay-breasted Warbler. Over the seven 
years of this study on Middle Bass Island 96 species and 2259 
individuals birds have been banded. Banding on Middle Bass was 
greatly increased this year with the regular spring bandout and fall 
bandout (which was extended several days) and the addition of an 
early summer bandout for the annual Lake Erie Islands International 
Conservation Consortium meeting on June 11-12. A neat recovery of 
a Middle Bass Island bird was found in Midway, Kentucky on October 
16, 2017. It was a Winter Wren we banded as a hatch-year bird on 

(Continued on page 13) 

2017 Bird Banding Update By Tom Bartlett 

Photos:   Clockwise—Red-headed Woodpecker; Susan Harrington 
releasing red-headed woodpecker; Tom Bartlett, Beth Motta, ruby-
crowned kinglet  - photo by Nancy Welter 
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Island Green Week 2018 

The Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center, Lake Erie Islands 
Conservancy, OSU’s Stone Laboratory, the Put-in-Bay Township Park 
District, and for the first time the Lake Erie Islands Historical Society, 
have collaborated to produce a week of Ecotourism, Adventure 
Travel, and Agritourism. This weeklong celebration, The 3rd Annual 
Island Green Week, 2018, will run from August 4th to August 11th.   

This event will allow visitors to learn more about the island’s many 
natural treasures that are on the Lake Erie Islands through a variety 
of events all in one week. Participants will enjoy the natural beauty, 
geology, and ecology of these islands. By doing this we will promote 
the local businesses and generate more overnight stays so visitors 
are able to enjoy the events described below.   

Keep Posted to www.lakeerieislandswildlife.com for details! 

3rd Annual Middle Bass Island Poker Kayak Day  

Saturday August 4th from 12:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. on Middle Bass 
Island; cost is $20.  Kayakers start and finish at the Middle Bass Island 
State Park camping area.  The paddle around the island includes three 
additional stops (the State Park Marina and two preserves).  A 
welcome packet at the start has a description of the course and 
information about the stops.  Stops are staffed with volunteers for 
safety and to distribute poker cards and snacks.  The finish has a cook-
out with hot-dogs, chips, and water while 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
winners are determined.  Proceeds from the event will benefit signage 
for the Put-in-Bay Township Park District’s newest preserves on 
Middle Bass Island. (Rain Date August 5th)  Applications will be 
available at the following websites:  http://www.middlebass.org and 
the www.lakeerieislandsconservancy.org. 

Historic Lonz Winery Tours  

Saturday August 4th, Sunday August 5th, and Saturday August 11th 
Guided tours of the iconic Lonz Winery will be offered each day. 
Saturday August 4th tour only followed by a bonfire at the MBI State 
Park Pavilion. Times to be announced. 

Historic Aquatic Visitor Center Tours with Wild Saturday 
Outreach Program 

Saturday August 4th and Friday August 10th from 10AM until 5PM. Free.  

Visitors can stop by the Aquatic Visitors Center, about one mile west 
of downtown Put-in-Bay, to experience Lake Erie science up close. 
Activities include inspecting Lake Erie’s complex ecosystem through 
hands-on displays, observing and identifying live fish in ten large 
aquariums, and discovering current research to protect Lake Erie. 
Children under age 16 can fish from the fishing pier for free. The 
facility is run by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. This day 
will also include a special interpretive program. 

 

Middle Bass Forested Wetland Dedication  

Sunday August 5th at 1pm. The Put-in-Bay Township Park District will 
dedicate their Middle Bass Forested Wetland Preserve and trail at the 
parking area on Fox Rd., Middle Bass Island, Ohio. A reception will 
follow. 

(Continued on page 15) 

 

 

3rd Annual Island Green Week Continues to Showcase Natural Beauty of Lake Erie’s 
Bass Islands 

 
 

 

 

 

Re-Opening Soon! 

http://www.lakeerieislandswildlife.com
http://www.middlebass.org
http://lakeerieislandsconservancy.org/
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To get a jump on the holiday shopping, the annual Christmas Bazaar was held 
earlier than in years past. The event was held on November 30 at the Town Hall.  A 
big thank you to the nearly 20 artisans and crafters who participated in the event 
and also a big thank you to all the islanders who came out and shopped supporting 
the community and sharing in the Christmas spirit of giving. The bazaar is 
sponsored by both the Lake Erie Islands Conservancy and the Lake Erie Islands 
Nature & Wildlife Center.  It’s never too early to start thinking about what new 
ideas and crafts you can create for the next bazaar. Any suggestions to enhance the 
event, please contact Amy Huston or Susan Byrnes.  

The LEIC held their annual Christmas 
potluck on Tuesday December 12, 2017 
at the Reel Bar. Ham and salmon were 
provided and great homemade 
appetizers, vegetables, sides, and 

desserts appeared. Andy and Angela 
kept bar for the group. A toast was 
had to the 2017 season and great 
food enjoyed by all. 

Christmas Potluck at the Reel Bar 2017  

Photos:   R1—Pat Thwaite and Nancy Welter at LEIC Table; Carolyn Koehler Jackson’s Table  R2—Tatyana 
Kowalski, Tom Thanasiu, Missi Kowalski at Save Coopers Woods Table; Maryanne Meyers; Brenda Nemec; 
Barb Cooper;  R3—Jill Cooks, Maryanne Meyers; Kate Ptak, Amy Huston; Heidi Ladd, Liz Knauer, Hannah 
Lentz, Robin Glauser; Kim Miles, Nancy Welter, Lisa Brohl at LEIC Table 

The Toledo Community Foundation announced that the Lake 

Erie islands Conservancy has received a matching grant of $500 

from the fundraising done in November for Giving Tuesday. We 

will receive the check in the spring. Thanks to Bruce Miles, 

Susan Byrnes, Joe Rutter, Kalen Cap, Krissy Hart, Laureen 

Mooney, Martha Faris, Scott Sneller, Doris Hubschman, and 

Jamie Berger who donated that day to make it possible! 

Giving Tuesday Excitement!  
By Lisa Brohl 

Lisa Brohl wrote a Recreational Trails grant for the Lawrence Evans 

Boardwalk project in February. We will find out in late summer if 

the Put-in-Bay Township Park District has been awarded funds for 

the planning and construction. The Lake Erie Islands Conservancy 

may contribute funds for this project if successful. If anyone is 

interested in assisting with this project, please contact Lisa Brohl 

419-366-2087 or Nancy Welter 419-285-0043. 

Recreation Trails Grant for Lawrence 

Evans Boardwalk By Lisa Brohl 

Photos:   Thanks to all of our supporters all year long, especially Reel Bar for hosting! 

Christmas Bazaar Success! By Susan Byrnes 
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Each year a band of hardy souls join together on the Lake Erie 
Islands to take part in the annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count. 
Some take to the woods and shorelines to count waterfowl, 
woodpeckers, sparrows, and more while some watched their 
feeders for winter visitors. 
This year’s event was held 
Sunday, December 17, 2017 
on South Bass, Middle Bass, 
North Bass, Kelleys, and 
Pelee Islands counting 
39,063 birds of 81 species!  

Highlights of this years 
count were a surf scoter, 
long-tailed duck, northern 
saw whet owl, and chipping 
sparrow at Kelleys, a snowy 
owl, eastern phoebe, 
northern shrike, and 
western palm warbler at 
Pelee Island, red-breasted 
nuthatches on Middle Bass 
found by Nancy Welter, and 
the only tufted titmouse on 
South Bass at Kit Knaser’s 
feeder. 

The most numerous bird 
counted were European 
Starlings at 16,013 were 
seen in large flocks feeding 
on the shoreline or near 
feeders that day. A good 
variety of waterfowl were 
counted including lots of 
scaup, red-breasted 
mergansers, common 
goldeneye, mallards, and 
Canada geese but numbers 
were down overall as there 
were a number of duck 
hunting boats working the 
island shorelines that day. 
On South Bass Island, some 
feeders were quiet while 
others were busy-there 
were pockets of activity in 
the woods that day. We 
enjoyed watching many bald 
eagles on the water or ice in 
the bay, yellow-rumped 
warblers looking for insects 

and spider bits in the eaves of buildings, and woodpeckers feeding 
on poison ivy berries.  

On South Bass Island, Lisa Brohl, Elizabeth Heineman, and Karen 
Wilhelm, and Richard Gump surveyed the shoreline by car and the 

woods on foot. Jean Hilt, 
Ruth Scarpelli, Carmen 
Trisler, Mary Ann McCann, 
Brian and Sandy Hovey, Pam 
and Rosie Stephens, Barb 
Chrysler, Susan Harrington, 
Kit Knaser, Sandy and Brian 
Hovey, Sue Amrine, Gene 
and Pam Zajac, Russ Brohl, 
John Ladd, and Michelle 
Heineman all spent some 
time watching feeders that 
day.  

On Middle Bass Island, Nancy 
Welter and Tedi Pertner 
surveyed the island. On 
Pelee, participants were 
Graeme Gibson, Debbie and 
Fred Billard, Sumiko Onishi, 
Ron and Lynn Tiessen, Rob 
Tymstra, Paul Carter, Lori 
Clancy, Brian and Lisa Kipp, 
Mat and Alyssa Staples, 
Grant and Deb Crawford, 
Patrick Kramer, and Harvey 
Johnson. On Kelleys Islands 
Tom and Paula Bartlett, John 
and Shaun Pogacnik, Jim 
Smallwood, Tom Behlen, 
Vera Ioannou, Chris Ashley 
censused the island while 
Chuck Herndon, Shelly Stein, 
Lee and Sandy Tkach 
watched feeders.   

   Thanks to John Pogacnik for 
his work as the Lake Erie 
Count Circle Compiler and to 
Tom Bartlett for helping us 
organize.  

For those who want to 
participate in another birding 
citizen science event, the 
Great Backyard Bird Count is 
coming up on February 16-
19. Details can be found at 
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/. 

Bass Islands Audubon Christmas Bird Count By Lisa Brohl 

Photo:   R1—1 & 2-Two Bald Eagles; Cedar Waxwing  R2—American Tree Sparrow; Northern 
Flicker; Double-crested Cormorant  R3—Greater Black-backed Gall; Karen Wilhelm and Lisa 
Brohl; Ring-necked Duck with Scaup  R4—Ruddy Duck; Scaup; Bald Eagle on ice  R5—Bald Eagle 
Flying; Scaup; White–breasted Nuthatch  R6 Downy Woodpecker eating poison ivy; Ring-billed 
Gull; Red-tailed Hawk 

LEIC members Lisa Brohl, Susan Julene Market, Peter Huston, and 
Phoebe Borman attended the Lake Erie Foundation’s Legislative 
Forum on December 11, 2018 at Lakeside. Jeff Reutter began the 
program with an update on Lake Erie algae issues followed by a 
summary of the Lake Erie Foundations efforts for Lake 
Erie.  A panel discussion followed with questions and answers for 
legislators and other participants.  The presentation was based 

largely on a recent “White Paper*” entitled Summary of 
Findings and Strategies to Move Toward a 40% Phosphorus 
Reduction outlining the challenges Lake Erie is experiencing and 
offering recommendations of viable solutions to ensure a healthy 
lake. Check out the Foundation website to view the paper and for 
other great information on preserving Lake Erie through the 
Foundation. http://www.lakeeriefoundation.org  

Lake Erie Foundation Legislative Forum By Lisa Brohl 

http://gbbc.birdcount.org/
http://www.lakeeriefoundation.org/
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The Dodge House 
Put-in-Bay’s Largest Waterfront Rental 

Sleeps 25 people ~ 419-341-9760 

www.DodgeHousePIB.com 

LEIC board member Paula Ziebarth helped with 
the Conservancy table during the Ohio Wildlife 
Diversity Conference held at The Ohio State 
University in Columbus recently. Lisa Brohl and 
Paula enjoyed talking with visitors about land 
preservation efforts on the island and the 
educational programs of the Lake Erie Islands 
Nature and Wildlife Center. New LEIC t-shirts 
were for sale. Great programs on coyotes, bats, 
dragonflies and more! Lots to share! 

Ohio Wildlife Diversity 
Conference By Lisa Brohl 

The below segment of the Michigan Radio 
program on the Great Lakes Islands Coalition 
aired recently. The reporter visited the Massie 
Cliffside and Scheeff East Point Preserve during 
the visit.  

Photos of the Massie Cliffside Preserve in two 
seasons are featured on their web page as part 
of the story. Lisa and Russ Brohl, Peter Huston, 
and Steve Poe were all featured in the segment 
which aired in December. 

http://michiganradio.org/post/great-lakes-
islanders-band-together-preserve-their-way-life 

Michigan Radio By Lisa Brohl 

4th Middle Bass Island 

Poker Kayak Day! 

 
Sat., August 4, 2018 

12 p.m.– 4 p.m. 
( after MBI 5K Run) 

To BENEFIT signage for the MBI 
preserves! 

(part of Put-in-Bay Township Park 
District) 

To HIGHLIGHT the coastal MBI 
preserves and the MBI State Park! 

 

Start at your leisure, depending upon 

your kayaking leisureliness!  (Well, there 

IS a finish time limit.) 

 Start:   MBI State Park Campground 
(W side of MBI State Park) – Sign In.  
Get 1

st
 poker card. 

 Stop #2:  MBI State Park shore (E 

side of MBI State Park) by MBIYC – 
Get 2

nd
 poker card + banana. 

 Stop #3:  MBI East Point Preserve (S 
side of East Point) – Get 3

rd
 poker 

card + granola bar. 

 Stop #4:  MBI Swamp Cove at 

Keuhnle Wildlife Area – Get 4
th
 poker 

card + sport drink for the long haul. 

 Stop #5:  MBI State Park Campground 
– again!  Get 5

th
 poker card + hot dog, 

chips, bottle of water. 

 (Direction and sequence of stops 

subject to change due to lake and 
weather conditions.) 

 Feel free to get out and walk around 
at any of the stops! 

 

Because of people’s different schedules 

and kayaking abilities, one need not be 

present to win!  (We’ll tell you!) 

 1
st
 prize:   Round trip ferry boat 

tickets for 2 adults and 1 vehicle (for 
PIB or MBI) 

 2
nd

 prize:  Gift card to Middle Bass 
General Store 

 3
rd

 prize:  Steaks from Costco 

1.  Mark your calendar. 

2.  Fill out registration form.   (you will get 

map and kayak # at start) 

3.  Sign “Waiver and Liability Release” 

form.  

4.  Mail or hand registration form + signed 

release + check/money order payable to:  

“Put-in-Bay Township Park District” to: 

 Tina M Larson 

 1245 North Shore Drive 

  Middle Bass Island, Ohio  43446 

Questions?  Email: tmlarson@umich.edu  

(Sorry OSU & MSU fans...) 

Cost is $20 – BUT YOU CAN DONATE 
MORE TO BENEFIT THE 
PRESERVES!! 
 

In case you’re feeling generous to fund 

whole or in part: consider a large entrance 

sign $1500; 17”x22” interpretive trail sign 

$200; (donor name/s on signs included); 

recycled plastic bench including name/s 

info inscription & installation $2000. 

For registration forms, go to 

www.lakeerieislandsconservancy.org, stop 

at the Lake Erie Islands Nature and 

Wildlife Center or at the Middle Bass 

Island State Park or e-mail at 

tlarson@umich.edu or 

leiconservancy@gmail.com.. 

Photo:   LEIC board member Paula Ziebarth at the Conservancy 
table 

Photo:   Lisa and Russ Brohl 

http://michiganradio.org/post/great-lakes-islanders-band-together-preserve-their-way-life
http://michiganradio.org/post/great-lakes-islanders-band-together-preserve-their-way-life
http://www.lakeerieislandsbsc.com/
mailto:tmlarson@umich.edu
http://www.lakeerieislandsconservancy.org
mailto:tlarson@umich.edu
mailto:leiconservancy@gmail.com
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If you have spent any 
time at all on our 
islands, you have no 
doubt seen the large 
Green Darner 
Dragonflies (Anax 
junius) darting 
about.  They are not 
only common here as a 
resident population, 
but also are one of the 
local dragonflies that 
migrate long distances. 

When I began studying dragonflies seriously about 30 years ago, we 
were just beginning to study insect migrations.  In what today would 
be considered a primitive method, we painted a little spot of White 
Out  on one transparent wing and then with our fine pointed 
entomology pens, we wrote number codes on the White Out with 
our contact information in the hopes that someone might find the 
insect and notify us of where it was caught. 

Today, naturalists have tiny battery powered radio transmitter tags 
that are glued to the underside of the dragonfly that can be 
monitored from airplanes, and hopefully soon by satellites.  The 0.01 
ounce (.03 gram) transmitters are the smallest radio tags ever used 
to track the migration of a wild animal.  The transmitters have a very 
short range on the ground (only about a quarter of a mile), but aloft 
they can be tracked from an airplane up to eight miles.  In this way 
that we are learning more about the migratory population of Green 
Darners. 

This we know:  Their migration is very similar to birds in that they 
migrate during daylight hours, they use the same flyways, they can 
correct their course if they stray, they use the same wind patterns to 
aid in their flight, and they build up fat reserves for the trip.  Like 
birds, they break up their trip to rest and feed every three  days,  
 

 

often staying in place for several days to refuel.  Unlike birds, they 
have a one-way ticket for the trip.  It is the offspring of those 
migrating south in the fall that migrate back north the following 
spring. 

What we don't know is why they migrate while another resident 
population does not, or what is their final destination.  Do they stop 
in Florida, or do they continue to Central and South 
America?  Hopefully these radio tags will answer that question. 

As a watcher of nature, how does all this apply to you?  In the first 
warm days of spring, as early as a sunny day in April, you may see 
your first Green Darner here on the island.  As it flies around you, or 
perhaps perches on a twig, look to see if it has tattered wings.  Those 
early dragonflies with tattered wings, have probably migrated here 
from as far away as Tennessee.  We learned this from those codes 
we once wrote on the White Out on their wings. The tattered wing 
individuals are a part of our migratory population.  The Green 
Darners you see later in the season will not have tattered wings 
unless they were a near miss for a local bird’s meal.  They are a 
member of our resident population and have only come as far as the 
nearest pond on the island.   Both populations will mate here, lay 
eggs, and produce immatures that will live in our island ponds for 3-
5 years before maturing into adults that become part of either our 
resident or migratory populations.  As we gain new knowledge from 
radio tags, perhaps 
by the time these 
migrants leave, we 
will know where 
they are going!    

Green Darners: Have Wings, Will Travel By Dr. Carmen Trisler  

About twenty people enjoyed a program on 
the Red, Super, Blue Moon by Gene Zajac in 
January. Gene prepared us for what to view 
when the event took place. Pam Zajac 
provided chocolate croissants for a snack 
after the presentation. Thanks Gene and Pam 
for a great evening! 

Moon Program By Lisa Brohl 

We now have organic cotton made in the 

USA t-shirts with our LEIC logo in a variety of 

colors and sizes. They are for sale for $20 

each.  

We still have our LEIC hats in three colors as 

well for $22 each.  

Contact Lisa Brohl at 419-366-2087 or 

leiconservancy@gmail.com or see our booth 

at Founders Day! 

T-Shirts and Hats for Sale! 

Photo:  Volunteer Beth Furner 
with new LEIC t-shirt 

      Northern Exposure Investments 
Joe Kostura 

             (419) 341-2366 or (419) 285-3106 

 New Construction ~ Residential ~ Commercial 
   Remodeling ~ Roofing ~ Concrete ~ Footers 
 Foundations ~ Sidewalks ~ Patios ~ Driveways 

    Stonework ~ Bobcat & Excavator Services 
       Indoor & Outdoor Painting ~ Plumbing 

 

Photo:   Green Darner Dragonfly photo by Bruce Marlin 

mailto:leiconservancy@gmail.com
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Put-In-Bay Electric  
766 Duff Road                 P.O. Box 567 

Put-In-Bay, Ohio  43456 

419-285-6120 

 Erie Island Carts.com 

At the Airport ~ Overnight rentals 

and Reservations welcome 

419-285- KART 

 

 

Winter Bird Seed Sale to Benefit LEIC 

 

 

LEIC 2018 Lake Erie Bass Islands Bird Banding / Avian Study Schedule 
Tom and Paula Bartlett will be banding birds on the following dates for the public to come and visit. Please let us know if you are planning to 
visit by e-mailing Tom at hthomas.bartlett@gmail.com or Lisa at leiconservancy@gmail.com  We need to make sure that you are parking in 
the right location and can give you directions. Please do not park on private property without permission.  

It is a wonderful opportunity to see the birds up close! All dates subject to change, cancelation, weather, or rainout—Call if in doubt! Banding 
beginning 1/2 hour before sunrise and usually ends around 3 PM. 

Middle Bass Island (MBI)  
April 29-30 All Day  MBI, Spring Bandout, East Point Preserve 
May 1-4  All Day** MBI, Spring Bandout, East Point Preserve 
(**May 4 ends at Noon)  

 
 
 

South Bass Island (SBI) 
May 6 All Day SBI, Spring Bandout, Vineyard B&B 

May 7-8 PM SBI, Spring Bandout, Vineyard B&B 

May 9 All Day SBI, Spring Bandout, Vineyard B&B 

May 14*-15 PM SBI, Spring Bandout, Vineyard B&B 

May 16 AM SBI, Spring Bandout, Vineyard B&B 

 

H. Thomas Bartlett, Federal Permit # 21624 
(419) 447-0005 or 567-278-2300 or 419-937-6255 

hthomas.bartlett@gmail.com 

Lake Erie Island Conservancy 2017 Financial Report By Kelly Faris 

mailto:hthomas.bartlett@gmail.com
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The Van Keuren family is purchasing a 
new bench for the Dodge Woods 
Preserve that will be installed in the 
Spring. Friends of the French family 
donated a bench and landscaping in 
memory of Danny French for the 
Massie Cliffside Preserve.  

Dustin Heineman of Heineman Winery is donating water bottles for 
all of our volunteer events. 

There will be a new sign at the Middle 
Bass Island East Point Preserve purchased 
by Jim and Betsy Brohl, with info about 
vernal pool habitat, amphibians, and 
reptiles.  

Melvin Ginsberg is donating a legal size 
filing cabinet to the PIBTPD/LEIC office. 
We appreciate all these answers to our 
Wish List!!! 

The Lake Erie Islands Conservancy 

website sports a new ad for the Amazon 

Smile website. Shopping here will send 

donations to the LEIC account. Click the 

box below to go directly to the Amazon 

Smile website! 

 Copying Paper, Ink for Printers 
(Brother LC 61, HP 970XL, HP 
971XL—must not be generic) 

 Garbage Bags, Work Gloves for 
volunteer events 

 Part-Time Employee funding 

 Architect or Engineer for Petersen 
Woods Boardwalk project drawings, 
donations for helical supports for 
boardwalk.  

 Larger Office Space 

 Assistance with trail construction, 
parking, mulching and signage with 
the Middle Bass Island Forested 
Wetland Area (Burgundy Bay and 
former Schneider tract) 

 Website and Social Media Assistance 

 Laptop, Word, Adobe programs 

 Volunteers ALWAYS NEEDED to 
spread mulch on trails and pick up 
litter-Massie Cliffside Preserve, 
Scheeff East Point Preserve, Dodge 
Woods, Jane Coates Trail  

LEIC and PIBTPD Wish List  
 

Spring is here and you all know what that means….The Islands “Spring” to life too! Let us 
know if you can help us out with any of these items at leiconservancy@gmail.com or 419-
366-2087. Or you may have skills you wish to contribute—please call!  

Donations for today, tomorrow and always! 

We are pleased to announce that 
Samantha Newhouse will be returning 
this summer as the AmeriCorps intern 
for the Lake Erie Island Conservancy, 
Lake Erie Islands Nature Wildlife Center, 
and the Put-in-Bay Township Park 
District. Samantha is finishing her third 
year at Bowling Green State University 
as an Ecology and Conservation Biology 
major. She assisted LEIC and PIBTPD 

with our nest monitoring, trail maintenance, and Middle Bass 
Music Festival and the LEINWC with Wild Tuesday, Nature Camp, 
and other jobs at the Center.  We are excited to have a returning 
intern this year and wish to thank those who contributed to her 
stipend/appointment- the Ohio State University Stone 
Laboratory, John and Paula Ladd, and Julene Market. 

 

Welcome Back Samantha! By Lisa Brohl 

Support LEIC 
through Amazon 
Smile! 

 

Photo:   Massie’s Cliffside Preserve by Ken Farber 

Photo:   Sign design by Marc 
Wright 

Photo:  Typical Bench Installation 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-4598992
mailto:leiconservancy@gmail.com
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LEIC Native Tree & Plant Sale 

The Lake Erie Islands Conservancy (LEIC) is now taking orders for native trees and plants for the islands. We are using 

Riverside Native Trees and Natives in Harmony for our native tree and plant sale. Buying and planting native trees and shrubs 

is a great way to provide quality habitat for the birds, butterflies, moths and other wildlife on the islands. We are promoting 

the planting of native trees and shrubs because our native animals are adapted to feeding on these plants and using them for 

shelter. By planting native species you are making your land more attractive to birds, bees, butterflies, moths and a host of 

other desirable species. This fundraiser will be used to support the LEIC land preservation and restoration programs! 
  

Trees:  Native trees and shrubs are for sale in 3 gallon or 20 gallon sizes. The varieties available are Swamp White Oak, Bur 

Oak, Chinkapin Oak, Red Oak, Sycamore, Hackberry, Black Cherry, and Silver Maple. Shrubs offered are Silky Dogwood, 

Hoptree, Bladdernut, Prairie and Swamp Rose, Buttonbush, and Common Elderberry. All these trees and shrubs are native to 

the islands and will thrive in this environment. They have been grown from Ohio seed stock by Riverside Native Trees in 

Delaware, Ohio. 
  

Plants: LEIC is also selling over 30 varieties of native perennial plants and flowers from Natives in Harmony from Marengo, 

Ohio.  This year she will offer at least one wildflower that have been raised from South Bass Island seeds-hairy beardtongue!  

An order form is available at www.lakeerieislandsconservancy.org or by calling Lisa at 419-366-2087. Beautify your yard and 

support the Conservancy!  
  

Orders may be placed until May 1 and we will arrange a pick up on the island. For those on Middle Bass who wish to order, a 

pick up on Middle Bass will be set up as well. If you need additional order forms or have any questions, please contact Lisa 

Brohl at 419-366-2087.    
  

Native Tree and Plant Order Form 
Send to:  LEIC, P. 0. Box 461, Put-in-Bay, OH 43456 

Please make checks payable to LEIC-Add $5.00 for shipping/handling - Thank You for your support!! 
 

Name
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Address
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Phone
------------------------- 

Email
------------------------------------------------------

  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 TREES Qty Size Cost Total 

 

Northern Red Oak - well 

drained 

 
2-3' $25 

 

 

Swamp White Oak - wet areas  

2-3' $25 

 

 

Chinquapin/Chinkapin Oak 
- wet or well-drained, high ph, rocks 

 
2-3' $25 

 

 

American Sycamore  - wet, 

banks and bottomlands 
 

2-3' $25 

 

 

Silver Maple – moist and 

fertile soil, swamps, streambanks, 

bottomlands 

 
2-3' $25 

 

 
4-6' $40 

 

 

Hackberry – moist and fertile 

soil, also accepts variety even 

rocks and hillsides 

 
2-3' $25 

 

 
4-6' $40 

 

 Total     
Tree Leaf Photos obtained from “What Tree Is It?” – OPLIN-OHS/CC BY 3.0   

 6-8' TREES Qty Size Cost Total 

 

Swamp White Oak - wet areas  6-8' $100  

 

Chinquapin/Chinkapin Oak 
- wet or well drained - high ph 

 6-8' $100  

 

Bur Oak - can withstand drought 

or wet conditions 
 6-8' $100  

 

Black Cherry – moist but well-

drained soil, strong valuable timber 
 6-8' $100  

 

American Sycamore  - wet, 

banks and bottomlands 
 6-8' $100  

 SHRUBS** Qty Size Cost  

 

 

Hoptree - wet or well-drained, 
sun to partial shade   
 photo “Hoptree (Ptelea trifoliata)“ by Georg Slickers 

 
1-2' $20 

 

 

Common Elderberry - moist 
soil, creates clump quickly, sun   

    photo “Common Elderberry” by Jason Hollinger  
 

2-3' $25 
 

 
Silky Dogwood -  moist soil, 

poorly  drained, tolerates shade well  

photo “silky dogwood (Cornus obliqua) fruit(s)” by Chris Evans, University of Illinois, 
Bugwood.org 

 
2-3' $25 

 

 

Buttonbush – shorelines and 
swamps, full sun, flowering poor in 
shade or dry soil     
buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis) flower(s)” by Franklin Bonner, USFS (ret.), 
Bugwood.org 

 
2-3' $25 

 

 Bladdernut -  moist, well-drained 

or dryer, highly adaptable  photo “Bladdernut fruits 

and leaves” by Carrie Paulus, Arborist 

 
2-3' $25 

 

 Total     
  

Riverside Native Trees Selection 

http://www.lakeerieislandsconservancy.org/
http://www.oplin.org/tree/about.html
http://www.oplin.org/
http://www.ohiohistory.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/us/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Georg_Slickers
https://www.flickr.com/photos/7147684@N03/
https://www.ipmimages.org/browse/autimages.cfm?aut=18437
https://www.ipmimages.org/browse/autimages.cfm?aut=18437
https://www.invasive.org/browse/autimages.cfm?aut=66458
https://www.invasive.org/browse/autimages.cfm?aut=66458
https://www.linkedin.com/in/carrietpaulus
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/oak_swamp_white/oak_swamp_white.html
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/oak_chinquapin/oak_chinquapin.html
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/sycamore/sycamore.html
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/hackberry/hackberry.html
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/cherry_black/cherry_black.html
https://www.ipmimages.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=5427541
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/oak_swamp_white/oak_swamp_white.html
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/oak_chinquapin/oak_chinquapin.html
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/oak_bur/oak_bur.html
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/oak_red/oak_red.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/765
https://www.invasive.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=5424008
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/maple_silver/maple_silver.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ptelea_trifoliata_20050808_006.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://flic.kr/p/2YcGiU
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/us/
http://www.oplin.org/tree/fact pages/sycamore/sycamore.html
Mimi
Text Box
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Plants – 2.5” Pots Quantity $4.00 ea. Total 
 

Plants – 2.5” Pots Quantity $4.00 ea. Total 

Woodland Phlox (Wild Sweet William) - 

shade, woodland, spring 

    Virginia Mountain Mint - part shade 

to full sun, rocky, summer 
   

Nodding Wild Onion - sun, will grow in 

rocky ground, summer 
   

 

Stiff Goldenrod - full sun, moist to 

somewhat dry, late summer to early fall 
   

Canada Anemone - sun or shade, damp, 

late spring-early summer 
   

 

Cardinal  Flower - full sun to shade, 

moist to wet, summer 
   

Thimbleweed - shade or sun, will grow in 

rocky ground, early to mid-summer 
   

 

Great Blue Lobelia - part shade to full 

sun, wet, late summer-fall 
   

Boneset - full to partial sun, humus-rich, 

wet to moist soil, late summer to early fall 
   

 

Square-Stemmed Monkey Flower - 

part shade to full sun, moist  to wet, 

summer 

   

Jack-in-the-Pulpit - shade, woodland, 

spring 
   

 

Virginia Bluebells - shade, woodland, 

spring 
   

Wild Ginger - full to partial shade, acidic, 

humus-rich, well-drained yet moist soil, 

mid to late spring 

   
 

Great White Trillium - moist humus-

rich soil, shade, mid-spring to mid-

summer 

   

Swamp Milkweed - part shade or sun, wet 

areas, summer 
    Obedient Plant - sun, moist, summer, 

hummingbirds, butterflies 
   

Common Milkweed - full sun, moist to 

dry, all soils but prefers rich loamy soil, 

early to mid-summer 

   
 

NATIVE TO OHIO but not BASS 

ISLANDS 
   

Downy Wood Mint - full to partial sun, 

loamy to rocky, drought-tolerant, early to 

mid-summer 

   
 

Purple Coneflower - part shade to full 

sun, late summer 
   

Sharp-lobed Hepatica - light shade, well-

drained, loamy, soil can contain rocky 

pieces, mid-spring 

   
 

Foxglove Beardtongue - full sun to 

part shade, summer, bees, 

hummingbirds 

   

Butterflyweed - sun, sandy to rocky, 

prefers drier areas, early summer-early fall 
   

 

White Turtlehead - sun, wet areas, 

late summer-fall 
   

Wild Hyacinth - sun to light shade, moist 

conditions, rich loamy soil, mid to late 

spring 

   
 

GRASSES -  2 .5" Pots Quantity $4.00 

each    

Total 

Wild Geranium - shade, woodland, spring    
 

Bottlebrush  Grass - shade, woodland, 

tolerant of moist soil 
   

Dutchman’s Breeches - dappled to light 

shade, moist conditions, rich loamy soil, 

early to mid-spring 

   
 

Big Bluestem Grass - Sandy to loamy 

soils, full sun or partial shade 
   

Winged Loosestrife - full sun, wet to moist 

soil, poorly drained, mid to late summer 
   

 

Virginia Wild Rye Grass - tolerant of 

shade, moist soil 
   

Common Blue Violet - partial sun to light 

shade, moist loamy soil, prairie or 

woodland, mid to late spring 

    Canada Wild Rye - full sun, prairie, 

any type of dry to moist soil, draws 

butterflies, pollinators 

   

Hairy Beardtongue - sun, fields and 

open areas, summer (Seeds harvested 

from SBI!!) 

   
 

**Additional Riverside 

Shrub Options 

   

Bergamot - full to partial sun, moist to 

dry sandy or loamy soil, fields and 

thickets, mid-summer to fall 

   
 

SHRUBS – 2 ’ Pots Quantity $25.00 

each 

Total 

Starry False Solomon's Seal - partial 

sun, moist to slightly dry, late spring 
   

 

Prairie Rose - well-drained soil, good 

sunlight, needs support 
   

Swamp Rose Mallow - full to partial 

sun, wet to consistently moist, loam, silt, 

or some sand, mid-summer to early fall 

   
 

Swamp Rose - moist soil, creates 

colony/clump 
   

Totals    
 

Totals    

 
 
 
 

Natives in Harmony Plant Selection 

 

 

Mimi
Text Box
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Photos of Massie’s Cliffside Preserve 
showing how ice forms along the 

shoreline! Beautiful but treacherous! 
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Rudy Rence called this 
winter to say that there 
was a hawk near his 
residence on South 
Bass Island that was 
acting unusual. Lisa 
Brohl and Elizabeth 
Heineman went to 
retrieve the bird and 
send it to Back to the 
Wild, a wildlife 
rehabilitation center 
near Castalia, Ohio. Our 
job was made easier as 
they had previously 
provided us with a cage 
and Kevlar gloves for 
catching and 
transporting wildlife to their facility. You 
must be licensed to keep wildlife and Back 
to the Wild is an excellent facility-they 
should be the first call if you find an injured 
animal or bird at 419-656-4391. They rely 
on donations to keep the Center afloat so 
consider donating www.facebook.com/
BacktothewildOhio 

Sheri Kowalski is storing the container we 

can use for transport at 419-285-7023. We 
wish to thank both Dustin Shaffer at the 
Island Air Taxi and Griffing Island Airlines for 
their help in transporting birds to the 
mainland for pickup. And a big thanks to 
Sandi Glauser for transporting the red-tailed 
hawk to Back to the Wild for us once the 
bird was on the mainland.  

Thanks Back to the Wild By Lisa Brohl 

The Lake Erie Islands Water Trail was 
published with a grant from the OEPA 
Ohio Environmental Education Fund to 
the Put-in-Bay Township Park District. 
The Ohio Sea Grant did the design. We 
also had a grant from the National Park 
Service’s Rivers and Trails Conservation 
Service for Andrea Irland's assistance on 
this project. 

It was a success with all these partners!! This 
success story is the cover of the Ohio State 
Page for the Rivers Trails Conservation 
Assistance program. 

 

https://www.nps.gov/gis/storymaps/
maptour/v3/index.html?
appid=57dffbec13d043978e38b2971c141f05 

LEIWT Success!  
By Lisa Brohl 

Photo:   Andrea Irland and Lisa Brohl last year with LEIWT Signs 
that were installed and maps of the trail 

September 28, 2016. 

 North Bass Island 

 On North Bass Island we banded 11 species 
and 52 individuals banded. Two new species 
were banded on North Island Bass. They 
were Yellow-billed Cuckoo and Tree 
Swallow. Over the last seven years of the 
North Bass Island study, 579 individuals of 
23 species have been banded. It appears 
that the vineyards of North Bass Island are 
being removed and this study may be at an 
end. 2018 will see.  

 A special thanks should be given to the 
volunteers and supporters of this project: 
Paula Bartlett, Lisa & Russ Brohl, Karen 
Dolej, John Lortz, Dr. James Marshall, Mark 
& Barb Barnhill, Dr. Andy Jones, Tina Larson, 
Alice Lentz, John & Peg Leopold, Teddi 
Pertner, Nancy Welter, Shane Roberts, Jim 
Coffman, Chris Helman and family, Dr. 
William Cleveland, the Lake Erie Islands 
Conservancy, the Lake Erie Islands Nature 
and Wildlife Center, U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service, Ottawa County Community 
Foundation, and the Put-in-Bay Township 
Park District. 

(2017 BIRD BANDING Continued from page 3) 

Photo:   Red-tailed Hawk by Elizabeth Heineman 

https://www.facebook.com/BacktothewildOhio/
https://www.facebook.com/BacktothewildOhio/
https://www.nps.gov/gis/storymaps/maptour/v3/index.html?appid=57dffbec13d043978e38b2971c141f05
https://www.nps.gov/gis/storymaps/maptour/v3/index.html?appid=57dffbec13d043978e38b2971c141f05
https://www.nps.gov/gis/storymaps/maptour/v3/index.html?appid=57dffbec13d043978e38b2971c141f05


Attention all crafters, growers, and 
artists! Would you like to be involved 
in either becoming a vendor or 
volunteer at a weekly Artisans Market 
on Put-in-Bay this summer? Make 
sure to Contact Christie Ontko for all 
of the important details at 
freshwatersensations@yahoo.com.  

Proceeds go to the Lake Erie Islands 
Conservancy! 

Artisans Market to Benefit LEIC By Lisa Brohl 
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Who’s At Your Feeder This Winter 

Program By Lisa Brohl 

Several people attended a 

power point presentation by 

Lisa Brohl identifying birds 

that you would typically see 

at your feeder in winter.  

Images were provided by 

Elizabeth Heineman, Susan 

Byrnes, Brian Hovey, and 

Sandy Fontanal. We will 

repeat this program before 

the Christmas Bird Count 

next year.  

Peterson Feeder Bird Guides 

were for sale or loan and are 

available by calling Lisa at 

419-366-2087. 

OSS Grant for PIBTPD By Lisa Brohl 

The Put-in-Bay Township Park 
District was just awarded an 
Ottawa Sandusky Seneca Count 
Solid Waste District Grant of 
$6,164 to purchase four 
recycling/waste containers to 
promote recycling at each of its 
four preserves-Scheeff East 

Point, Massie Cliffside Preserve, 
Jane Coates Wildflower Trail, 
and the Dodge Woods 
Preserve. They will be in place 
for the summer season. Thanks 
to the OSS Solid Waste District 
for their support. 

Photo:   Above—American Tree Sparrow  
Below—Red-breasted nuthatch by Brian Hovey 
and Sandy Fontanal 

mailto:freshwatersensations@yahoo.com
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419-285-GOAT( 4628) 

Catawba Avenue 

   Yardworks 

PO Box 538 

Dan and Valerie Kowalski       Put-In-Bay, Oh 43456 

Owners                                        (419-) 285-2147  

NEWS 

INFORMATION 

PHOTOS 
 

www.putinbaydaily.com 

3rd Annual Eco-Tour & Fair 

Monday August 6th and Tuesday August 7th at 9AM until 5PM on South 
Bass Island.  

Participants will stop in at the Put-in-Bay Town Hall any time during 
those days to pick up their tour packet. This includes maps, tour 
booklet, several goodies, freebies, and coupons from island businesses, 
plus several island businesses selling their wares at the Town Hall. This 
unique ramble and island tour will include over 32 fun nature related 
stops. Among the highlights planned will be hiking Coopers Woods and 
seeing a natural cave and a visit to Historic Gibraltar Island. There will be 
possible group camping and/or bonfire at a place TBA on South Bass 
Island.  Discounts at several restaurants and gift shops will be given to 
Island Ramblers. Miller Boat Line will give a discount to anyone wishing 
to rent a golf cart that day and offer a special discount for round trip 
ferry transportation as well. Proceeds benefit the Put-in-Bay Township 
Park District and will be used to maintain and preserve island parks. 
Times and Dates of activities TBA. 

4th Annual Stargazing Cruise 

Monday August 6th 8PM.  Tickets prices: Adults- $20 and Kids $10.  

The cruise will leave from the downtown Miller Boat Line dock at sunset 
via Miller Boat Line. The stars will light up the sky as island resident, 
retired teacher, and astronomer Jay Reynolds will engage the guests 
about the night sky, planets, and stars allowing the general public an 
opportunity to enjoy a show from outer space on the ferry boat. 
Heinemans Winery is donating wine, with nice hors d’oeuvres.  

Wild Tuesdays- “Slitherin’ Snakes” 

Tuesday August 7th from 1PM-3PM at the Lake Erie Islands Nature & 
Wildlife Center, free.  

The purpose of our Wild Tuesdays program is to educate visitors about 
Ohio’s native wildlife by providing up-close and hands-on interactive 
experiences for visitors and local residents. This week’s topic will be 
Snakes with Dr. Kristin Stanford from OSU’s Stone Laboratory. Kristin 
will be here with the Lake Erie Island Water Snake and other native 
snakes for a great hands-on experience to learn about the importance 
of our snakes on the islands. This is a great family event. A tour of the 
Center museum will also be free at that time. 

Historic Gibraltar Island Tour 

Wednesday August 8th at 1:30-3:30 p.m. cost $5.00 per person.  

Gibraltar Island Tour Discount is only for Eco-Ramble participants (must 
show wrist band). Take the Water Taxi from the Boardwalk ($3 Round 
Trip price – for this event only). Please park at Town Hall or on Street, 
not at Boardwalk. 

The Lake Erie Islands Nature & Wildlife Center’s- Annual 
Pig Roast & Raffle  

Wednesday August 8th from 6PM until 9PM near the beautiful woods at 
the Goat Restaurant on South Bass Island, $15.00 The islanders will put 
on a true island style pig roast. Featuring a slow roasted hog spit with 
corn and baked potatoes on an outdoor barbeque grill, including island 
wines and the island wine culture. Organic entertainers Ray Fogg, Bob 
Gatewood, and Island famous Ian Ladd will put on a show befitting the 

event. The silent auction will feature a variety of island prizes you 
cannot get any place else such as; a trip for two to Rattlesnake Island, 
Ferry Passes, five course dinner for eight at a local restaurant, hand 
crafted art work, Jewelry from Jessie (an artist famous on South Bass 
Island for her gorgeous gemstone pieces), and a Monarch Butterfly 
Tagging trip to North Bass Island for two people. Raffle tickets will be 
available at the Wildlife Center and at the Town Hall the day of the 
event. All of the food is donated by island restaurants- (See Pig Roast 
Flyer for more details). The proceeds from this event will go towards the 
Building Addition Fund for more space at the Lake Erie Islands Nature & 
Wildlife Center to continue to carry out our mission educating youths 
and adults about the unique ecology on the islands. 

Lake Erie Islands Historic Society Annual Auction 

Thursday August 9th the annual auction of the Lake Erie Islands 
Historical Society features a very large section of items of value donated 
by Put-in-Bay, Ohio residents and businesses, many of which focus on 
Put-in-Bay History. This Put-in-Bay Auction is the principal fundraiser for 
the Historical Society. For additional information and location 
information visit the Put-in-Bay Historical Society website. 

Nature & Art @ LEINWC 

Friday August 10th from 1:00 to 4:00 PM, at the Lake Erie Islands 
Nature and Wildlife Center, $10.00 Come to our back porch for an 
afternoon of “Plein Air” Artwork.  We will supply the materials and 
Mother Nature will supply the subject matter.  An Island artist will guide 
you in your efforts to capture your subject on paper. 

South Bass Island Lighthouse Tours 

Saturday August 11th from 11AM-5PM., At the South Bass Island Light on 
South Bass Island, free. 

Guests will be able to tour the South Bass Island Lighthouse and learn 
about its history, climb the stairs up 60 feet to take in the great view of 
Put-in-Bay from the top of the tower, and tour the historic grounds that 
includes a certified butterfly garden by Monarch Watch. The Lighthouse 
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The view from 
lighthouse point is stunning 

Kelleys Island Glacial Groove Tour and Geology Hike 

Saturday August 11th 1PM-4PM. Join the staff of Kelleys Island State 
Park for an opportunity to visit and view up close the largest glacial 
grooves in North America. Park staff will discuss the different theories of 
how these grooves were created and the history of the surrounding 
stone quarries. The tour will also include a visit to one of Kelleys Island’s 
abandoned quarries to discuss fossils and the habitat created by this 
aging quarry. Participants will have the option to ride the Jet Express to 
Kelleys Island from Put-in-Bay at a discounted rate.  

While the many activities for Island Green Week are sure to keep 
visitors busy, everyone is encourage to explore the many wonderful 
features of South Bass Island as well.  Whether that’s historic treasures, 
caves, museums or simply the gorgeous limestone shores of the island, 
the choice is completely up to you.  Some fees apply. 

Lodging and transportation information is available 
at visitputinbay.com or go to SHORESandIslands.com. 

Island Green Week 2018 Continued... 

http://www.leihs.org/
http://www.visitputinbay.com/
http://shoresandislands.com/
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Rough-leaved dogwood is springing up in these now sunny areas as 
well as nonnative amur honeysuckle. The higher ground holds sugar 
maples, hackberry, and eastern red cedar. The area is within ¼ 
miles of the Lake so the area is good habitat for migratory birds as 
well as home for the species of concern the eastern fox snake and 
melanistic eastern garter snakes and possible hibernacula for the 
Lake Erie Water Snake.  

We will be celebrating with a dedication of the Middle Bass Island 
Wetland Forest Preserve on August 5 at 1:00pm as part of Island 

Green Week with 
a reception 
following. We 
hope to have a 
trail, parking lots, 
bicycle rack and 
interpretive sign 
in place by then.  

(MIDDLE BASS ISLAND Continued from page 1) 

It’s finally Spring so let’s celebrate by…... 

On Sunday, April 22, the Lake Erie Islands Conservancy will hold an 
Earth Day walk at the Scheeff East Point Preserve. Meet in the 
parking lot at 10:00 to learn about spring arrivals of our summer 
residents-purple martins and tree swallows with Paula Ziebarth. 
View the new Chimney Swift Tower purchased by LEIC member 
Karen Jennings and built by member Casey Carty. We will have 
garbage bags and buckets to clean up the shoreline from winter 
storms. We will also bring some binoculars for visitors to enjoy 
closer looks at our early arrivals. 

After a walk and clean up, we will head to the 
Jane Coates Wildflower Trail for some invasive 
garlic mustard pulling and early spring 
wildflower viewing. Do your part to ensure that 
the Dutchmans breeches continue to grow at 
the Wildflower Trail. Gloves, bags will be 
provided. Heinemans winery will provide water. 

Celebrate Earth Day and spring with us! 

Enjoying Earth Day 2018 with a Walk and Clean-up April 22! 

Celebrating Arbor Day at DeRivera/Village Park April 27 at 4:00 PM By Kelly Faris 

Once again, Put-in-Bay, Ohio, has been named a 
Tree City USA by the Arbor Day Foundation in 
honor of its commitment to the goals and 
principles of the Arbor Day Foundation. 

Put-in-Bay achieved Tree City USA recognition by meeting the 
program’s four requirements:  a tree board, a tree-care ordinance, 
an annual community forestry budget, and an Arbor Day 
observance and proclamation. 

Put-in-Bay‘s Arbor Day Celebration will take place on Friday, April 
27, 2017.  The Council of the Village of Put-in-Bay has allocated 
funds for Arbor Day expenses.  On Arbor Day, two bur oak trees 

will be planted in the Village Park.  A bur oak is a hardy choice for 
island rocky, shorelines.  

A third tree, a chinquapin oak, will be planted by the Put-in-Bay 
Garden Club in memory of Danny French. 

The Arbor Day Foundation is a million member nonprofit 
conservation and education organization whose mission is to 
inspire people to plant, nurture, and celebrate trees. Information is 
available at arborday.org. 

Members of the Village of Put-in-Bay Tree Commission are Lisa 
Brohl, Kelly Faris, and Kendra Koehler. 

Attending Special French Bench Dedication May 13 

A dedication of the bench donated by friends and family in memory 
of Danny French will take place at 4:00pm at the Massie Cliffside 
Preserve on May 13, 2018. Deacon Mike of the Mother of Sorrows 
Catholic Church will speak. 

Participating in Back to the Wild Visit Coming May 16! 

Back To The Wild, a Wildlife Rehabilitation Clinic in Castalia, Ohio, 
will visit Put-in-Bay, on Wednesday, May 16, 2018. They will bring 
their birds and critters for a show at 3:15 at the Put-in-Bay Town 

Hall. Don’t miss it!!!! Her visit is sponsored by the Put-in-Bay 
Recreation Committee, the Lake Erie Islands Nature and Wildlife 
Center, the Lake Erie Islands Conservancy, and the Miller Boat Line. 

 

Photos:   L—Camille Manoukian, and REU 
student from The Ohio State University Stone 
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Thanks to South Bass Island Trail Monitor Joe 

Byrnes and his father Mike Byrnes for keeping 

our trails clear of downed trees and litter. 

Robin and John Glauser clean out the 

wood duck boxes at the Petersen Woods 

on Middle Bass. 

 

Thanks to Del Taylor for doing the late 
season mowing for bird conservation at the 
Middle Bass Island East Point Preserve this 
fall. And to the Put-in-Bay Township 
employees for mowing at the Scheeff East 
Point Preserve. 

Marty and Kelly Faris picked up and folded 
the November newsletter and Lisa 
addressed and mailed them. 

Thanks to board member Ken Farber and 

his son Cameron for redirecting the Massie 

Cliffside Preserve trail when it was 

underwater recently. It will be a good place 

for salamanders and toads this spring 

(vernal pool.) He also replaced the sign on 

the fence at the Scheeff East Point Preserve 

"Donated by Brad and Zoe Titchener.” 

Wyatt Auger and Victoria Wertenbach spent 

some time this past year picking up litter for 

us at the Massie Cliffside Preserve. Thanks 

to both of them for helping us out! As the 

leaves are off the trees, more stuff shows up! 

Tedi Pertner helped Lisa Brohl lay out a trail 

for the Middle Bass Island Forest Wetland 

Preserve-Burgundy Bay tract late this fall. 

Beth Furner helped 
Lisa Brohl set up and 
clean up at the 

PIBTPD and LEIC office at the PIB Airport 
in December. 

Casey Carty, Matthew 

Luecke, and Richard 

Gump unloading Chimney Swift Tower Base 

that Casey built with funds donated by Karen 

Jennings. It will be installed at the Scheeff 

East Point Preserve. 

Ken Farber made new signs for the 

PIBTPD and LEIC office at the airport. 

Kit Knaser donated a lamp for 

LEIC/PIBTPD office. 

Matthew Luecke and Richard Gump putting 

up new brochure boxes at preserves. 

Bob and John Glauser and Nancy Welter 

help at the MBI Forested Wetland Trail. 
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New and Renewing Members 
Friends 

Barbie and Mark Barnhill 

John and Ellen Ballas 

Elaine and Jack Berninger 

Joan Booker 

Judy Bransone 

Tracy Burgess 

David Butz 

Carl F. Cooper 

Bob Cummings 

Karen Fishbaugh Cummings 

Christine and Al Tielke 

Mella Davies 

Judy DuShane 

Martha Dykes 

Jackie Taylor and Glenn Cooper 

Joan French 

Ed Isaly 

Bill and Lois Jellison 

Luella Kacirek 

Barry and Phoebe Koehler 

Tim and Jeanette Luecke 

Mike Motycka 

Natalie Ontko-Price and family 

Barb and Don Prahst 

Kate and Joe Ptak 

Todd and Marie Rader 

John Schrenk 

Patricia Skinner 

Dianne Szabo 

Shelley Szymko 

Sarah Toole 

Nancy Welter 

 

Friend with Newsletter Ad 

Put-in-Bay Electric-Scott and 

Kim Pugh 

Corky McIlrath Flint and Jerry 

Flint 

Mark Nemec-Penny Plus Shop-

Opening Soon 

First National Bank 

Yardworks-Val and Dan 

Kowalski 

Northern Exposure Investments-

Joe Kostura 

Lee Hisey-Hisey Group with 

Howard Hanna 

Jet Express 

Duff’s Workshop-Duff and 

Katrina Spatafore 

The ReSale Shop-Lake Erie 

Islands Historical Society 

Middle Bass General Store-Joe 

Hart 

The Boardwalk 

 

Supporters 

Tom and Paula Bartlett 

Susan and Greg Bixler 

Phoebe Borman 

John Doller 

Michael Gora 

Darren Dunning and Renee Guy 

Janet Eriksen 

Dave and Linda Frederick 

Michael Gora 

Dustin Heineman 

Ed and Paula Hubner 

Bill and Jane Ibold 

Kathryn Knaser 

Joseph C. Link 

Angie Martens 

Laureen Mooney 

Tim and Jane O’Brien 

Teddi Morris Pertner 

Bob and Dianne Smith 

Muriel  Sneller 

Jeanine Steinle 

Rob (Sky) Sylak 

Kathleen and Nicholas 

Tagliaferri 

Ed Tancock 

Debbie Woischke 

 

Contributors 

Todd and Jen Blumensaadt 

Tom and Diane Brennan 

Carol  and Gary Coates 

Marsha and Ray Collett 

Janet Eriksen 

Patricia Fisher 

Galen and Marina Guenther 

Conservation Realty Group-Neal 

and Carla Hess 

James Jagger Juknialis 

Suzanne and Joe Kostura and 

family 

Bob Krause 

Tom Marsh 

Mike Mewhorter 

Joe and Michelle Pennington 

Judy Prinz 

Mark and Linda Seeman 

Ann Shelton 

John and Louise Titchener 

Zoe and Brad Titchener 

Dr. Carmen Trisler 

 

Steward 

Harry and Lisa Bircher 

Ken Farber 

Amy Huston 

Bench for Dodge Woods 

Van Keuren Family 

 

Giving Tuesday Donors 

Kalen Cap 

Kelly and Marty Faris 

Doris Hubschman 

Bruce Miles 

Scott Sneller 

Kristine Hart 

Susan and Mike Byrnes 

Laureen Mooney 

Joseph Rutter 

Jamie Berger 

 

General Fund Donations 

Louis and Elizabeth Heineman 

with Bird Seed Sale 

Ontko Organics-Christy Ontko-

Bazaar Donation 

Jean and Bob Hilt 

Ann Dailey 

Lee Hisey 

Vanguard Charitable, The C. 

Joseph Arbogast Charitable 

Fund, in memory of Joe  

Mike Durinsky III-First Energy-

Cybergrant 

 

Land Protection Fund 

Joan Booker 

Bob Cummings 

Darren Dunning and Renee Guy 

James Jagger Juknialis 

Suzanne and Joe Kostura and 

family 

Bob Kraus 

Laureen Mooney 

Deborah Parker 

Kate and Joe Ptak 

 

Stewardship Fund 

Bob Cummings 

Donation in Memory of Danny 

French-Memorial Bench/

Native Landscaping 

 

Middle Bass Music Festival 

Bruce Miles 

Hisey Group LLC 

Middle Bass Island Yacht Club 

 

Other Donations 

File Cabinet-Melvin Ginsberg 

 

 

Don’t forget! 

Become an 

annual sponsor 

of our newsletter for $100.  

Place an ad in our 

newsletter and receive an 

annual Friend Membership 

FREE!  

Call 419-366-2087 

 

Life Members 

 

John Baker 

Jon  D. Brausch 

Russ & Lisa Brohl 

Valerie Chornyak 

Alan & Stacey Clink 

Frederick Fether 

Christian L.  Geiss 

Richard Gump 

Scott Jackson 

John & Paula Ladd 

Georgia MacVean 

Julene  Market 

Elaine and Howard Martens 

Mary Ann McCann 

Valerie Mettler 

Greg Millat 

Mark Nemec 

Roger & Mary Parker 

Hank & Gayle Polcyn 

Carol Richardson 

Richard and Carol Roberts 

Mary L. Staley 

Kristin Stanford 

Matt Thomas 

Background Photo by Ken Farber 
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LEIC Membership Form 
Membership Notices are sent out annually- 

this is for new memberships-share with your friends 
 

                                  __$25 Friend       __$50 Supporter       __$100 Contributor    

   __$100 Friend/AD      __$250 Steward       __$500 Patron   
  

                                           __$1000 Life    

Name___________________________________________  
 

Spouse/Companion________________________________ 
 

Island Address   PO  Box _______ Put-In-Bay, Ohio  43456    

E-mail _____________________________________ 
 

Permanent Address_______________________________  
 

City _________________State _____Zip___________ 
 

Phone # ________________ Cell # ____________________ 
 

Island #___________________________ 

 
In addition to my membership, I would like to donate to: 

 

Land Protection Fund 

I would like to contribute $ ___________to the Lake Erie 
Islands Conservancy, to be used only for expenses related to 
the purchase of land.   

I understand that I will receive a Certificate of Donation for 
income tax purposes. 
 

Stewardship Fund 

I would like to donate $______________to the 
Stewardship Fund to help maintain those properties owned 
by the Lake Erie Islands Conservancy. 
 

 

Please make checks payable to (LEIC) Lake Erie Islands Conservancy   

Please Send to:  PO Box 461, Put-in-Bay, Ohio 43456    

All donations are tax deductible.     

Thank You! 

 

We will miss Nancy 
Russell, wife of LEIC 
board member Bob 
Russell, and neighbor at 
the Scheeff East Point 
Preserve. Nancy passed 
away January 13, 2018. 

Memorial contributions go to the Toledo 
Humane Society. Nancy was a big lover 
of not only dogs but wildlife and often 
walked at Scheeff-her relatives once 
owned a portion of the property. 

Nancy Russell 

IN MEMORIAM 

Long time LEIC members Jeanne and 
Wally Hall both passed away in 2017. 
Wally built the tree swallow boxes that 
we all enjoy today at the Scheeff East 
Point Preserve. Memorial contributions 
go to the Friendship Animal Protective 
League. 

Jeanne and Wally Hall 

IN MEMORIAM 

Our hearts are with board member Dustin 
Heineman and Kira Hubner after the loss 
of their son Samuel.  

IN MEMORIAM 

Samuel Hubner Heineman 

We are happy to report that we received a generous grant from 
Vanguard Charitable Donor Advised Fund, from The Joseph 
Arbogast Charitable Fund in memory of Joe. We are grateful for the 

consideration! Please keep the Conservancy in mind when making 
decisions regarding charitable giving. 

Vanguard Charitable By Lisa Brohl 
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Board of Directors 
Chairperson 

Lisa Brohl 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Kelly Faris 
Board Members 

Susan Byrnes - Marsha Collett  
Ken Farber - Dustin Heineman  

John Ladd - Peggy Leopold 
Bruce Miles 

Linda Shull - Kristin Stanford 
Nancy Welter 
Paula Ziebarth 

Advisory Council 
Carol Richardson - Richard Gump 

John Dodge - Julene Market - Bob Russell 
Newsletter Editors 

Lisa Brohl 
Michelle Pennington 

We’re on the Web! 
www.lakeerieislandsconservancy.org 

PO Box 461 
Put-In-Bay, Ohio  43456 
Phone: 419-366-2087 
E-Mail: leiconservancy@gmail.com 

Save paper-time-and money! 

Have your newsletter emailed to you! 

Email: jd4mb2011@gmail.com 

 
Lots of events coming up this Spring and Summer—keep checking our website and Facebook pages for more info! 

A HUGE Thanks to Bostwick-

Braun for printing assistance!! 

 Middle Bass Music Festival 
Returns for 2018  

 
Mark your calendars for July 14, 2018 and get ready to rock n roll! 

Lake Erie Islands Conservancy will host the 2018 Middle Bass Island Music Festival at Lonz Winery 
Patio and Pavilion from 12:00-8:00pm. Bands, food, drinks, games! Spread the word! Hey all you 
Middle Bass and Conservancy folks, we need volunteers to assist with the event planning, set-up, 
clean-up, and day of activities. 

The Middle Bass Music Festival benefits the Lake Erie Islands Conservancy, so its all up to us to 
make this another success! Partners for the event include the Middle Bass Dock Company, the 
Middle Bass Yacht Club, J. F. Walleyes, and the Middle Bass General Store. 

Contact Bruce Miles for details, bruceamiles@gmail.com, 216-533-1410 

file:///C:/Users/Mimi/Documents/Avatar
mailto:leiconservancy@gmail.com
mailto:jd4mb2011@gmail.com
mailto:bruceamiles@gmail.com
tel:(216)%20533-1410



